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MEMORANDUM 
OF CALL 

0 WILL CALL AGAIN 

0 RETURNED YOUR CALL 

RECEIVED BY 

SfANDARD FORM 63 
REVISED AUGUST 1967 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

I 
0 IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

0 WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

I DATE I TIME 
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"very accertable" "may lead to 

Indians vacating the facility" said 

RB. "If we can get a hard, solid 

agreement, we will leave here." • 
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STATE OF VV/\SH!f\1 GTO N 

DANIEL J. EVANS 
GOVE.Rr...~R 

The tro:wr.:1~le Floyd Hicks 
Unite:J St.at2s P..epresertt2-ti·ve 

0 LYi·.l. PIA 

12ii3 LJr~g\·iOl·th Hous2 Gffice Build:i0g 
Washington. D. C. 20515 

Dear- Floyd: 

Nay 7, 1975 

It is the policy cf th~ St~te o[ Washington to develop a more 
systcr::iitic co::;.:::;..tnity level di2z:to3tic and trcat::o:ent pl::!;:ming ;:lro
gl.-2:-:1 [or juv.::::1i le offc::1de::-s. S~ec ifically, this ~;~auld involve 
t~e closure Hithin eigi1teen to toen'=y-fotir rr:oe1ths of t~e present 
facility at the Cascadia Dia3nostic and Treatment Center. If the 
state w0rc fully reim~ursed for ics invest~ent in Cascadia, it 
would have no o~jections to its transfer to the Uhited States to 
b2 h.2!_d i~~ ~L-u..:;~ fv~.- I.ttdid.tl use. 

\,_?hi.l~ the st.t~!=.::! S:.!?por~3 the L;::dn.:>.Le.c, I believe fuil responsi
bility for the fu2ding and op2r~tion of the ~ew facility, outside 
o[ those a.re2s '·:here tile state ,,.:culd provic:e funds under cc•ntract, 
should ~k~ c.cc-:.op:::<::d by the res?o,:sible fec!er2.l agencies, ~·:hich in
clucl;.; tit'-' Bur;:;:?,u of lsdid.n Affairs and the Indian Health Service. 
It would be tragic if the high hopes ~hich are envisioned by such 
a transfer ~ .. ~c:i~e des troyc-d because of ir:2C2qua te r.anager:len t or 
funding. Further~are, in any planning for the use of the ~ew 
facility I :::,2lie•--e all li:diar1 coustitue11cies nsecl to be co:1sulted 
and i C"tVO l \'C:d . 

The pro?osals for the usc of.Cascadia are exciting and innovative. 
Tnc. s ta;:e aci~!ic1is ere-tic::: is agreca::>1:2 to lra:1sfer the property_.., 
gi\·eL:1 2dequ.:-it8 CO~O?t~n:-;at~OS.,[ir~d a~1:~:ious to ~ .. :orl~ \-.rith I.ndi.an people 
and the appropriate federal agencies on plans for the future. 

• 

Sir'.cerely, 

D a:. ~ e l J . E v <: ;1 s 
Cove: c·nor 

59J-6536 
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TESTIMONY OF 
CONGRESSMAN FLOYD V. HICKS 

before the 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE INTERIOR 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

May 12, 1975 

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Subcommittee: I am qrateful 

for this opportunity to appear before the Subcommittee in support 

of three requests which I hope you will be considerinq. ~e first 

two requests are from the Puyallup Tribe of Indiana, Tacoma, Washinq

ton. ~e first one is for $849,000 in the Indian Health Service bud

qet for an Outpatient Medical-Dental Clinicr and the second request 

is for $1,764,000 in the Bureau of Indian Affairs budqet to reacquire 

the old Cushman Indian Hospital to use as a multi-service health 

center. 

Regarding the third item, I wish to underscore my support 

for a request Which will be discussed later this week by our colleague, 

Conqressman Meeds. This request is for $4,338,500 in federal assist

ance for the severe resource manaqement problems that confront the 

Washington State fishing industry as a result of the recent decision 

by Judge Boldt in u. s. v. Washington. 

Ms. Ramona Bennett, Chairwoman of the Puyallup Tribal Council, 

is scheduled to testify to~rrow, I understand, reqardinq the first two 

requests. In advance of her appearance before this Subcommittee, I 

would like to commend to you the work done by Ms. Bennett and other 

Tribal officers in qettinq these two proposals together. You will be 

impressed, as I am, with the careful documentation of the needs of 

Indians in our area, and the merits of the proposed programs which 

the Puyallup Tribe would manaqe, with the guidance of the Indian Health 

Service. 

~e first request, seeking funds for an Outpatient Medical

Dental Clinic, has the full support, I understand, of the Indian 

Health Service and the State of Washinqton. Indeed, the State will 

be making available to the Tribe a building for the Clinic, the Crest

view Cottage Which is a part of the Cascadia Diagnostic and Treatment 

Center. 

The needs of the nearly 7000 Indians in the immediate area 

to be served by the Clinic are similar to those of Indians elsewhere. 

~ough I do not need to belabor this point by enumerating these needs 

to Members who are as knowledgeable as those on this Subcommittee, I 

would like to point out an additional fact. Pierce County, in which 

the Clinic would be located, faces a severe shortage of primary care 
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physicians for its population size. This makes it extremely 

difficult to get to a doctor when one is needed, aside from being 

able to afford the services, And, affording medical services is 

a m~jor problem among Indians with low average incomes and a high 

level of unemployment. 

2 

In addition to the amount of $849,000 requested for the 

first year, the Indian Health Service has advised me that appro

priation requesmfor the Clinic for the second year would be $708,199, 

and for the third year, $800,678. 

The second request Which I am supporting and would like 

to discuss in more detail, is for an appropriation in the Indian 

Affairs budget of the Department of Interior for $1,764,000 to 

acquire the property of the Cascadia Diagnostic and Treatment Center, 

formerly the old Cushman Indian Hospital. The amount sought would 

reimburse the State of Washington for improvements to the facility 

and land, and to posture the land to be returned to trust status. 

This land was once held in trust by the United States for the 

Puyallup Tribe and.was transferred to the State of Washington in 1961. 

Permit me a brief review of the history of this property 

which has had a long and dramatic place in Northwest Indian relations. 

Congress originally appropriated funds to build the structure and 

purchased some 38 acres of reservation la~d for "Indian Sanatorium" 

purposes. This property was used by the Bureau of Indian Affairs as 

an Indian Health Center until July 1, 1955 at Which time the installa

tion was transferred .to the PUblic Health Service (PHS) Cf the Depart

ment of Health, Education and Welfare. When the facility was closed 

by PHS in December 1959, it was reported to the General Services Ad

ministration (GSA) as excess to PHS needs. 

An approximately 8.4 acre portion was assigned to the Bureau 

of Public Roads (now Federal Highway Administration, Department of 

Transportation) and then conveyed to the Washington State Highway 

· Department by deed dated October 10, 1960, in accordance with the 

provisions of Sections 107 and 317 of the "Highway" Act (23-u.s.c. 

107 and 317). The remaining approximately 30.1 acres were assigned 

to the Department of Health, Education and Welfare by GSA and conveyed 

to the State of Washington, Department of Institutions, by deed dated 

July 1, 1961, for use as a diagnostic and treatment center for children 

committed to the Washington State Department of Institutions by the 

State Juvenile Courts, in accordance with Section 203 (k)(l) of the 

Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended • 

• 
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For several years it has been the desire of the Puyallup 

Indians to reacquire this property. Discussion on this matter and 

how the property would be used, if acquired, have been proceeding 

between Indian leaders and State officials. The State has now 
agreed to transfer this property, if properly reimbursed for its 
investment. And, I would like to point out, the proposed use of 
the property by the Puyallup Tribe is consistent with the policy 
of the State of Washington to regionalize its social and health 

services. • 

I have a letter dated May 7, 1975 from Governor Daniel 

J. Evans in which he confirm• that "the State Administration is 

agreeable to transfer the property," given reimbursement for its 

investment, and is anxious to work with Indian people and the appro

priate federal agencies on plans for the future use of this facility. 

The full text of the letter from Governor Evans is available for 

the Subcommittee. 

Once obtained, the Puyallup Tribe proposes to use the 
facility as a self-supporting, multi-service health center for 
Indians in Tacoma and the vicinity. By self-supporting, the Puyal

lups propose to contract with various agencies in the State to pro

vide a variety of needed services. 

The services proposed for beginning programs are: conval

escent, geriatric and nursing home services: alcoholism detoxifica
tion, treatment, training and counseling for the entire family unit 
of the alcoholic person: and group homes, shelter and placement 
services for juveniles. Ms. Bennett, in her testimony later, will 
describe these propoged programs in more detail, if the Subcommittee 

so chooses. I can summarize this part by stating that these services 

are desperately needed by the Indians in our area. 

As stated earlier, the Puyallups are seeking to have this 

land and the property of the present Casca.dia facility returned to 
trust status, following reimbursement to the State. I have received 

a letter from commissioner Morris Thompson of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, stating that authority does exist for the united States to 

accept the subject tract and improvements in trust for the Puyallup 
Tribe of Indians. According to Commissioner Thompson, sufficient 
authority exists pursuant to Section 5 of the Act of June 18, 1934 

(48 Stat. 984) which authorizes the Secretary of the Interior at 

his discretion " ••• to acquire through purchase, relinquishment, gift, 

exchange, or assignment, any interest in lands, water rights or 

surface rights to land within or without existing reservations ••• " 
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Section 5 provides further that "Title to any lands or rights 

acquired pursuant to this Act shall be taken in the name of the 

United States in trust for the Indian tribe or individual Indian 

for which the land is acquired, and such lands or rights shall be 

exempt from State and local taxation." 

Further, regarding the appropriation, I am advised by 

the Counsel of the Indian Affairs Subcommittee of the House Interior 

Committee that in his judgment ~ection 465, Title 25, u.s.c. provides 

sufficient authority to appropriate funds up to $2 million each fis

cal year for the Secretary of the Department of Interior to acquire 

lands for Indians or an Indian tribe. 

Thus, given the State's willingness for the transfer to 

take place, and the existing authority for the transfer, I would 

appeal to this Subcommittee to act favorably on the request. 

Thank you • 

• 



WASHINGTON. D.C. ZO!!IO 

t·lay l 5 , 1 9 7 5 

The Honorable Robert C. Byrd 
Subcommittee on the Interior 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This letter is to express our support for two requests made by 
the Puyallup Indian Tribe during recent Subcommittee hearings. 

rirst, 'rie Ui'ge i:tppr·ova1 of the Tribe!s request for a iine-itetn 
appropriation of $849,000 to the Indian Health Service for an Out
patient Medical-Dental Clinic at the Cascadia Diagnostic and Treat
ment Center located on the Puyallup Reservation. As the Tribe indi
cated in its testimony, the proposed Clinic has the full support of 
the Indian Health Service and of the State of Washington which 
presently owns the Cascadia Diagnostic and Treatment Center. 

Second, we urge approval of the Tribe's.request for a line-item 
appropriation of $1,764,000 to the Bureau of Indian Affairs for it to 
use in re-acquiring the property of the Cascadia Diagnostic and Treat
ment Center. That property is presently held by the State of t~ashi ngton 
and the State has agreed to transfer the property to the BIA to be held 
in trust for the Puyallups provided it is reimbursed for the improve
ments it has made in the property since it \vas acquired from the Federal 
government in 1961. Originally, the land was held by the United States 
in trust for the Puyallup Tribe. 

The Tribe desires to use the property to provide a variety of 
outpatient health and social services to Indian people. These services 
are critically needed by Indians in the area. Of the $1,764,000, 
$1,718,938 would be used to reimburse the State and $863,000 would be 
used to provide those services. 

Again, we urge favorable action on these requests by the Puyallup 
Indian Tribe. 

Best personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

HLI~C= u......_,__.,_, 
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I. ' 

OLYMPIA 
1
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~ _1 ••• -I • --~' -·-· ',J l_ \.. ___ I l-.- .. " 

DANIEL J_ EVANS 
GOVERNOR 

February 13, 1976 

The Honorable Henry M. Jackson 
United States Senator 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear..S~•••ot jacl<so~ 
I find the proposal to transfer Cascadia Diagnostic 
Treatment Center to Federal Government in trust for 
as an Indian medical center·not only practical, b~t 
citing and innovative. It is no doubt high time to 

vide funding to accomplish this requested transfer. 

and 
use 
ex
pro-

The Puyallup Tribal Council has worked rather closely with 

the Washington State Department of Social and Health Services 

delivery plans to correlate medical service with state focus 

on community diagnostic service. Although there are some 

details to be worked out, this program for ·improving med-ical 

services to Indian people should be implemented as soon as 

possible. Congressional action to transfer Cascadia to 

U.S. Government in trust for use by the Puyallup Tribe and 

other Indians ~ill greatly assist in achieving their goals. 

I strongly urge your personal attention and action to make 

possible these services to Indian people that are envisioned 
and needed by the Puyallup Tribe. 

I stand ready to assist you in every reasonable way. 

DJE: ia 

• 

Sinc~rely, 

~ 
Daniel J. Evans 
Governor 

.- .. . 
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WASHINGTON 
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1976 

Th:: purpose e>f this note is to sumrriarize 'i:he re we are, · 

G.s of 1 :?r·f today, re the Indian• occupaticm of the Cushman Hospital 

in ~acoma, >:,rashington. 

Some 100 Indian people, some armed, are said to be occupying 

tne building, headed by Ramona Bennett, the Tribal Chair~erson. They 

have been trying to get BIA to buy out the State's interest in 

t!1e improvements in the building and take it over :for a c·:)unselling 

a."'ld clinic center-. The State says it will gladly give up t:te building 

if someone pays them $1.7 milliJn as the value for their ~mprovement 

The 30 acres of the hospital, State property, adjoin the Puyallup 

T~ibe's own 30 acres of tribal land. There is at least some small 

legal basis fo~ the Tribe's assertion that they shC>uld have the 

hospital, since when they originally let tee federal ge>vernment have 

it, it was to be used for "Indian health purposes 11 always. 

The State (and I have talked with Elliott i:·larks, Special 

Assistant to Governor Lvans) wants to go int::> Fedeaal Court today 

and ask for a rem::>val injunction. But the State 1 s argument is trn t 

t~e reason they \·Jan t the Indians out is tb..a t the hos:r-i tal is State 

property. Ne>netheless theyare going to Federal Ce>urt and may ask for 

?ederal marshals fio do the evicting. You have talked with Justice and 

1-19 all agree that thi'S does, inde:)d 1 smack of a State a ttenpt to 

fJist respo~sibility for the whole matter and its outcome on the 

?::jeral gC>verhnent. The US Attorney and CRS are st~inG ou: of it for 

Ray Butler, who is acting in charge of BIA this r1orning, 
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has consulted with Solicitor Austin an; the l~tter is no~ in the 

process of as}J:in1 trn State Attorney Gens~al to amend t~e 

State's petition in Federal Court to pro1ide for a deadline of 

Nov9mber 5, rath9r than one of today or 0o~orrow. Austin is also 

asking the State Attorney General to give favorable c·:ns:DeratiorJ 

to dr2.wing up a "cJnditional sales agreementn providing for 

Indian use arrl occupapcy of the hospital pe:-.ding !l.egotiations on 

price am:mg the State, tre Tribe arti the ?ederal Gov9rnment. 

(Butler says the ~1.7 million is too high; • , I ' 2.-t :toesn 'G take account 

of depreciation of tbsse im;;rovements, sorre <I which are 12-15 
! ~-

years old; he considrers tre $1.7 million as openers by the State). 

Butler rn s talked ""'ith filrs.Bennett and the two above 

proposals are Q~ wt~h her. 

If the State turns down Batler 1 s proposals, Butler then 

intends to go to Justuce and ask them to intervene. Butler will 

inform me before this is done. 

I think it better for Butler to ha!1dle this ball and do the 

talking with Narks and ffl'..rs. Bennett, than anybody in tre r:Jbite Hous 

to do this. I did talk twice ~lith Nar"Ls earlier and Hhil9 not makin 

any actual recommendations to him, did indicate that it has been 

our experience with Indian occupations that going to court and 

setting eeadlines always raises the tension &~d temperature and, 

accordi:Jgly, the publicity about these a.f:'airs Hhich thus plays 

into Indian hands in ~-Jhat is usually (tho r;erha:;,Js a 8it less in 

this case) a guerilla theater si tU8 tion. ::ut J.'larks said the 

Governor did not accept this reasoning and 

Court at 2 PI-I our t ii"le. 

cc: 11lcConahey 
Far sons 
!{on nor 
J::jaroocty 

• 
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Unit~.xl S~0.tv.:-;: Dcp~rtnK·nt of the Interior 

1.'> REPLY JU.FER •;o; 

Memorandum 

,jL:;:,, '.~._ '-'· : ·,J)! '--'- AI J ,\IRS 

\\ A~.lll:\Ci 1 o:-.;, D. c. 202..1s 

October 28, 1976 

To: Loren Rivard 

From: Ray Butler/D.~ JJ?/.~;t£.v 
;t.'-1 

Subject: Follow-up report on Puyallup situation 

Please find attached advance draft copies of the proposed response 

to Chairwoman Ramona Bennett and Governor Dan Evans which Dennis 

Ickes and I drafted last evening. The verbatim contents of the 

draft have been shared with Ms. Bennett and with Mr. Elliott Marks, 

Assistant to Governor Evans. Both concur that the points have merit 

and would be welcomed by them in their mutual efforts to resolve the 

issues in Tacoma. 

I have also discussed the points in general with Dr. Emery Johnson, 

Director of the Indian Health Service, who concurs in principle. 

In a late evening phone call from Perry Jackson, Administrative 

Assistant to Congressman Hicks, I learned that the substantive 

issue for legal argumenmbefore the court on November 5 are 

specific to Point No. 2, i.e., the legal review of the deed of 

conveyance from HEW to the State of Washington in 1961. Hence, 

we will need an expeditious legal review by the Solicitor's Office 

and if there are substantive legal questions, in my judgment, this 

would further support our recommendation to the Solicitor's Office 

that we request the Justice Department to intervene in the case. In 

this regard, Dr. Johnson suggested that perhaps our Solicitor's Office 

should work closely with the General Counsel at HEW so that both agencies 

could perhaps make a recommendation for intervention to Justice. 

Dennis Ickes and I will present to you later this morning a final 

draft for your consideration. 

Attachment 

S{r;e Lliergy and You Serve A nerica! 
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Ms. Ramona Bennett 
Chairwoman, Puyallup Tribal Council 
2232 East 28th Street 
Tacoma, Washington 98404 

Dear Ms. Bennett: 

DRAFT - WIRE 

In response to your longstanding proposals to this Department regarding 

the former Cushman Indian Hospital facilities and property to be placed 

in trust for the Puyallup Tribe for Tribal purposes, I hereby commit this 

Department to the following action: 

1. To seek the consent of the State of Washington to make the facility 

and property available for lease, or other appropriate legal instrument, 

to Tribe commencing November 1 or December 1, 1976, for period not 

to exceed 12 months. 

2. To review the 1961 deed of conveyance from the United States to 

the State of Washington to determine if the conveyance is valid and 

if the State has complied with the substantive terms. 

3. To take appropriate legal and/or administrative action as required 

for the return of facility and property to the trusteeship of the 

United States for the Puyallup Tribe. 

4. To seek appropriate Congressional action on matters necessary to the 

effectuation of above, if required. 

In light of the foregoing action by this Department, I would sincerely 

hope that the above commitments will alleviate the necessity of your 

continued occupancy of the facility and you will act accordingly upon 

the receipt of this telegram. 

Secretary of the Interior 

• 



United States Dqx~rtn1cnt of the J ntenor 

\\AS!il:\CilO;..:, D. C.'. 20245 

Honorable Daniel J. Evans 
Governor of l.Jashington 
Olympia, Washington 98504 

Dear Governor Evans: 

DRAFT 

Please find attached a copy of the Department of Interior telegram 

to Ms. Ramona Bennett, Chairwoman of the Puyallup Tribe. A draft of 

the attached telegram was discussed between members of Interior staff 

and Mr. Elliott Marks of your staff on October 27. In principle, 

Mr. Marks concurred in these actions by the Department of the 

Interior. 

It would be our pleasure, on behalf of the Puyallup Tribe, to enter 

into negotiations with you and members of the appropriate staff in 

the State of Washington, to achieve the ultimate objective of the 

return of the former Cushman Hospital and property in trust for the 

Puyallup Tribe. 

Sincerely yours, 

Sm'e Energy ond You Serve America! 

• 







United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

D.C. 20240 

Mso Ramona Bennett 
Chairwoman, Puyallup Tribal Council 
2232 East 28th Street 
Tacoma, 98404 

Dear Mso Bennett: 

October 28, 1976 

This is in response to your longstanding proposals to 
this Department regarding the former Cushman Hospital 
facilities and.property to be placed in trust for the 
Puyallup Tribe for Tribal purposes. 

As you know, the District Cpurt for the Western District 
of Washington on October 27, 1976, directed the Tribe to 
cease occupying the premises and to return all property 
to its pre-occupation status. I understand that 
Judge Sharp will sign a written Order to that effect 
today in the event that the Tribe and its associates 
fail to affirmatively respond to his directive. I am 
committing this Department to the following action: 

lo To seek the consent of the State of Washington 
to make the facility and property available for 
lease, or by any other appropriate legal instrument, 
to the Tribe commencing on or about December 1, 1976, 
for a period not to exceed 12 months, but which 
provides a reasonable opportunity for the State to 
phase out their need for the facility. 

2. To review the 1961 deed of conveyance from the 
United States to the State of Washington to determine 
if the-conveyance is valid and if the State has 
with the substantive terms. 

3. To take appropriate legal and/or administrative 
action as required for the return of the facility and 
property to the trusteeship of the United States for 
the Puyallup Tribe. 

4. To seek appropriate Congressional action on matters 
necessary to the effectuation of above, if required • 

• 



This Department wJll commence the above actions as soon as the Tribe and its associates co~ply with the Order of the Court. 

Si;J~er~ly, . i 

({ )/;;/!• 7:J . '/ ~ ~··tv/ .. ,L.. C:/'~ 
R .. Dennis Ickes 
Deputy Under Secretary 

• 




































































































































































































